
Q. How does sampling work? 

 

A. For sampling every student gets a chance to try all the instruments with one of our music 

teachers in the district who majored on that instrument or is an expert on it. There are several 

criteria that the students are adjudicated on to see if they would be successful on that particular 

instrument. Next, during a recorder class I ask them what they thought they did well on/ what 

they would like to play. Finally when I get all the sampling sheets back I assign an overall 

number for each instrument based on the recommendations from each teacher. 

 

 

Q. Why was I recommended for those instruments? 

 

A When we do sampling our primary focus is the success of the student in whatever instrument 

they choose to play. After doing this for many years, most times if a student chooses an 

instrument they are not recommended for they will struggle and many times give up playing. Our 

district has such great opportunities for students from elementary school to the high school it is 

disappointing to see any child left out because they picked an instrument they are not as suited to 

play as one that would come more naturally to them. While having the right number of the right 

instruments is important we would rather have a student be successful on their instrument even if 

we ended up with "too many" of one instrument and not enough of another. 

 

 

Q. Is it possible to play an instrument I was not recommended for? 

 

A. After a conversation with the music teacher, if student is REALLY set on a certain instrument 

AND HIGHLY motivated they may be able to play another instrument but would need to take 

summer band classes and/or private lessons for at least the summer.  

 

Q. Are all students able to play in Band and Orchestra?  

A. All 4th grade students enrolled at Salt Brook are eligible to play an instrument.  

 

Q. How often/when do they practice?  

A. 4th grade Band and Orchestra meet one period during school every Tuesday. Since most of 

our students play an instrument it is unlikely that they will miss any classwork during this time 

since most of the teachers use this time for extra help. They will have one lesson during the week 

on a rotating pull-out basis for lessons and are required to practice at home daily during the week  

 

Q. So far, my child is only taking lessons that you give in school. Once kids move up, do many 

of them take additional lessons outside of school?  



A. Although students are encouraged to take private lessons outside of school, and many do, it is 

NOT at all required. We have many students that do not take private lessons and do wonderfully. 

As long as they keep up their practice they should be OK 


